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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL 

1 . FOLLOWING GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED FOR JUNE 6 DEPARTMENT 
PRESS BRIEFING: 

QUOTE 

QUESTION: WE HAVE SEEN NEWS REPORTS THAT AMERICAN 
OFFICIALS HAVE CONFIRMED THE US WILL WITHDRAW ABOUT 
6,000 GROUND TROOPS FROM SOUTH KOREA BY THE END 
OF NEXT YEAR IN THE FIRST STAGE OF A PHASED DRAWDOWN 
OF ALL GROUND FORCES. WILL YOU COMMENT ON THESE 
REPORTS? 

ANSWER: WE ARE AWARE OF THE NEWS REPORTS. PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE UNITED STATES PLANS TO 
WITHDRAW ALL US GROUND FORCES FROM THE REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA. GENERAL BROWN AND UNDER SECRETARY HABIB HAVE 
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CONSULTED WITH KOREAN AND JAPANESE OFFICIALS ON THESE 
PLANS BUT DETAILS REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT. WE HAVE 
NOTHING FURTHER TO ADD. 

QUESTION: FURTHER PRESS REPORTS STATE THAT THE US 
DECISION TO PROCEED WITH THE WITHDRAWAL PLAN WAS BASED 
ON SOVIET AND CHINESE ASSURANCES THAT THEY HAD NO 
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INTENTION OF INCREASING TENSION IN KOREA. ARE THESE 
REPORTS TRUE? 

ANSWER: ON BACKGROUND, WHILE OUR POLICY IS NOT TO 
COMMENT ON OUR DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS WE WOULD ADVISE 
YOU AGAINST INTERPRETING THIS AS TO MEAN CONFIRMATION 
OF THESE REPORTS. 

UNQUOTE 

2. SPOKESMAN READ PREPARED GUIDANCE WHEN ASKED ABOUT 
PRESS REPORTS THAT 6,000 TROOPS WILL BE WITHDRAWN BY END 
OF 1978. HE ALSO FOLLOWED GUIDANCE ON REPORTED CHINESE 
AND SOVIET ASSURANCES. 

3. WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO WHEN END OF FIVE YEAR PERIOD 
WOULD BE, SPOKESMAN SAID HE PRESUMED IT WOULD BE 1982. 
SPOKESMAN ALSO RESPONDED TO ANOTHER QUESTION BY STATING 
THAT THERE IS NO LINKAGE BETWEEN TROOP WITHDRAWALS AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS. VANCE 
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